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Invest... in a region, a heritage, a way of life



“…the General Wine Index and particularly first 
growth wines from top vintages have performed 
better than equities while showing a lower volatility. 
A further and more detailed research into different 
investor types and wine indices fully supports this 
evidence and confirms that wine in a portfolio has 
produced higher returns and lower risks than the 
Russell 3000 equity index…Especially in times of 
economic downturns such as in the periods 2001-03 
or 2007-09 the defensive characteristics of wine 
are most pronounced…Fine wines may therefore 
be regarded as an interesting addition to an 
investor’s portfolio.”

Masset and Weisskopf, 2010, ‘Raise Your Glass: Wine 
Investment and the Financial Crisis’.

Bordeaux investment...
made easy
Invest in wine, and you’re entering a whole new world. 
Oh, there’s plenty you’ll be familiar with -- especially if 
you’re already a connoisseur. What’s exciting is that 
as an investor you’ll acquire a whole new level 
of understanding about one of mankind’s finer 
accomplishments – and stand an excellent chance of 
turning a profit. We’re here to ease your passage, make 
the process of investing a comfortable one. Our 
approach is to be transparent in our dealings with 
everyone – most of all, you.

What that means in turn is that there are novel 
aspects to how we work with you. Like, we will 
always tell you exactly what you’re paying for. 
So, no boosting our profits by mysterious charges and 
obscure fees.  Where other businesses camouflage 
the amount they’re taking, we tell you straight 
what the score is – and that’s money in your pocket.

Of course, we can only cut costs for you if we’re 
sure that all of us stand the best possible chance 
of making a profit. And rather than offer you 
hype and handwaving, here’s some solid 
information from authoritative research by Swiss 
economists pointing out the attraction of wine:
“Neither the terrorist attacks in New York (9/11), nor the 
burst of the internet bubble…have had much 
effect on wine prices.”



If you’re looking to invest in wine, then it’s Bordeaux 
that stands head and shoulders above other options. 
Bordeaux has outperformed US share prices over 
13 years, through two recessions and two Bear 
Markets. No surprise then that it has attracted the 
attention of shrewd alternative investors. What some 
of those investors feel they have lacked is a credible 
business to invest with. Which makes us, with our 
no-nonsense approach, a refreshing alternative for 
the alternative investor.

The secret? Well, there isn’t one. It’s all down to simple 
supply and demand. None of the hocus pocus that 
affects and afflicts some other markets. As people 
recognise the value of Bordeaux wines, their value 
increases: the wines we specialise in have been seeing 
average returns of 15% annually. Bordeaux isn’t getting 
any bigger, and legislation from 1855 prohibits growers 
expanding their vineyards. Meaning there’s no way for 
the quantity of wine to suddenly spiral out of control. 
Those controls are firmly in place, part of the culture of 
the region that ensures the quality of its wines. And 
with increasing demand for Bordeaux wines from 
investors in Asia and Russia, there’s every reason 
to be confident about the future.
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Historically, Bordeaux has always been an important 
region for wine production in France although wines 
were not exported until the 12th century. Bordeaux 
wine has always been popular with the British market 
where it is still often known as Claret. Located on the 
confluence between the Gironde and the Dordogne 
rivers, separating the left and right banks with the 
Entre-Deux-Mers region in the middle, Bordeaux is 
controlled by strict appellation laws that dictate 
permitted grape varieties, permitted yields and the 
manner in which wine is produced in the region. 
Maintaining quality is of the utmost importance and 
this is reflected in the producers’ respect for the 
laws that govern their winemaking.

In 1855 the Emperor Napoleon III appealed for a 
system whereby the wines of Bordeaux could be
classed according to their reputation and trading price. 
This official classification ranked the wines in order 
of importance with the most prestigious ‘First 
Growths’ (Premier Crus) at the top. Much remains 
unchanged since the classification with a few notable 
exceptions such as the promotion of Chateau 
Mouton-Rothschild to Premier Cru, after years of 
tireless crusading by Baron Philippe de Rothschild, 
one of the most important figures in Bordeaux’s 
history. This classification of Bordeaux’s wines is 
still highly significant to wine investors today.

Top Bordeaux wines 
are 10 times better 
an investment than 
US shares.

The Times, 2010

W
in

e 
C

ou
nt

ry
Aliénor d’Aquitaine



OK, so the wines of the Bordeaux are among the 
world’s finest, and certainly when it comes to producing 
financial returns (though, of course, it’s possible for 
prices to drop). The vintage is as important as the 
quality of the wine itself.

Assessing that evolution calls for the finest critical 
judgement. A truly exquisite palate. And that’s where 
Robert Parker comes into the story. Long known as the 
world’s most reputable wine critic, Parker’s story began 
with the realisation that he wanted to devote his life to 
his passion for wine, and not to his law career.

In 1978, he first published The Wine Advocate, which 
initially only attracted a few hundred subscribers.
His independent commentaries have long helped 
consumers to make good choices about what wine 
to spend their money on, and the publication is now 
a global success and a first port of call for 
authoritative wine advice.

Parker’s astute impartiality and impeccable taste has 
been praised by two French presidents, and his simple 
system of rating wines with scores between 50-100 
has been widely adopted. Such is Parker’s influence 
that the performance of a wine on the international 
market can be largely determined by his score.H
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“Robert Parker is the most 
followed and influential critic 
for French wines in the entire 
world.” 

President Jacques Chirac

“The man with the paragon 
palate…for countless wine 
lovers, Robert Parker’s tastes 
are infallible.” 

Time

“Parker has revolutionized 
American wine criticism, and…
has brought the stringent 
standards of a fanatic, the 
high moral purpose of a 
reformer.” 

Newsweek



Wine needs to be stored properly and you need to know 
that your investment is in the safest of hands.  After we 
help you to set up your personal wine account, your 
wine will be stored in a strictly controlled bonded 
warehouse facility monitored by the HMRC offering 
optimal conditions of temperature, air quality and 
humidity, and free from harmful vibrations. 

While your wine is in bond it is not eligible for VAT and 
for the most part you will not have to pay Capital 
Gains tax on it, although we recommend that 
you speak with your accountant when the time 
comes to remove your wine.

We charge minimal fees for managing your portfolio, 
and aim to provide sufficient peace of mind that 
you need not give your wine a second thought – you 
can rest easily while it quietly matures and increases in 
value, until the time comes to sell it on or 
even to pop the cork.
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In the years to come, you’re going to want to 
liberate the financial value of your wine. One of the 
ways we go against the grain is by taking a fee based 
not on the final cost of your wine, but on the degree to 
which it has increased in value. As well as being 
financially advantageous for you, it’s a more 
transparent approach -- another example of the clarity 
with which we conduct business.

Since February 2008, and the dropping of import tax in 
Hong Kong, the market for wines has really taken off 
there, in the process becoming the world’s biggest 
market for Bordeaux. As the Chinese economy has 
developed, and its people find new ways to express 
their tastes and wealth, Hong Kong auction houses are 
seeing some of the world’s biggest sales of wine.

Of course, you’re welcome to drink your wine 
rather than part with it. Who could blame you? It’s 
one of the beauties of working with such an exquisite, 
mercurial commodity. If you want to raise a toast 
to Bacchus, the god of wine, give him our regards, 
and enjoy the moment – you’ve earned it. We 
know plenty of high net worth individuals who 
might want to join you in a glass or two.
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Think of wine as a liquid asset. True to the fertile soil 
that vines grow in. True to the centuries of experience 
that winemakers have put into it. True to changes in 
market conditions that have led investors to trust real 
commodities more than imaginary numbers.

Our intention? To help you realise a profit with wines 
from France’s most celebrated wine region. 

How? By selecting the very best Bordeaux wines at 
prices the individual could not compete with, and 
making them available to you on the best terms in the 
business.

What makes us different? The straightforwardness of 
our operations. No hidden fees. Refusal to participate in 
‘industry practices’ that operate against the consumer.

Get in touch. We welcome your interest, and you can 
easily reach one of our advisers by;

Phone: 020 8952 5531
Email: info@igwbrokers.com

And please do explore our website 

www.igwbrokers.com
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